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Foreword from
the President
Home Zones are about people; improving the quality of life of
residents by removing the traffic barriers that militate against
neighbourliness.

For many years residential streets have been designed around the
needs of the motor car, which has brought about freedom of travel
and economic prosperity to many people. Sadly, this has been
achieved at a price; paid for in part by local residents and
communities, through the loss of social interaction between
neighbours, that was once commonplace. 

Communities are increasingly demanding change and it is their strong desire to re-claim their
streets, for people as well as traffic, that is the main driver behind the concept of Home Zones.

Whilst Home Zones are not new in many other European countries, first hand experience in the UK
is presently very limited.

This guide is the first comprehensive document to draw together good practice taken from the nine
UK pilot schemes and embryonic schemes emerging around the country, coupled with experience
sourced from the Continent and set within the UK legislative framework. 

The editorial team responsible for these guidelines included engineers, urban designers, planners,
architects and academics and it is these groups of professionals that will find the guidelines of
immense help and value when planning, designing, auditing and implementing Home Zones. I
warmly congratulate the editorial team on their success and I thank those organisations and
individuals that contributed to making the guidelines an inclusive document, suitable for all.

I feel sure that these design guidelines will be seen as a cornerstone to this new and exciting aspect
of urban design, bringing together the design of buildings, highways and open space and the
manner in which they interact with people and the living environment. Underpinning the guidelines
is the concept of collaborative working - only by acting together in a true partnership with others
can the aspirations of residents be fully realised. 

The knowledge base of Home Zones design is growing rapidly and it is intended that this document
will be revised and republished in 2006, after completion of the Home Zones Challenge
programme. In the meantime, feedback to IHIE on the content and application of these guidelines
is welcomed.

I commend this most timely document to all those engaged in promoting Home Zones.

Stephen Palmer
President IHIE

2000–2002
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